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(57) Abstract: It is aimed to provide an organic dye compound having the ab- 
sorption maximum in the ultraviolet region to the visible region with short wave- 
length and use thereof. This problem is solved by providing a specific monome- 
thine cyanine dye; a light absorbing agent and a photorecording medium con- 
taining this monomethine cyanine dye; and a process for producing the monome- 
thine cyanine dye via the step of reacting a quaternary ammonium salt of a ni- 
trogen-containing heterocyclic compound having an active methyl group with 
a quaternary ammonium salt of a nitrogen-containing heterocyclic compound 
having an appropriate leaving group. 
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